
 

 

  

2023-2024 Season 

Deeply personal stories of those 

directly affected by                                

social injustices                                           

and the actions they take                            

to affect positive change                  

in our society 



 

  

  

For over a decade, The Justice Theater Project                                         
has been concentrating an entire season on a                                              
single social justice theme.  This served us                                             
well for many years, allowing us to make a                                                                 
deep dive into a single issue.  As we evolve                                                 
and take a long look at our world in                                             
2023-24, there are simply too many pressing concerns to 
wait until subsequent seasons for us to bring them to the 
forefront.  Therefore, going forward, The Justice Theater 
Project will be who we have always been – a social justice 
theater company – and will choose plays that address the 
most critical issues of our time, RIGHT NOW.  

This season, we will tackle a myriad of social justice issues – 
prejudice, persecution, inequity, violence, stereotyping, the 
list goes on and on.  Our varied season contains some of the 
most famous titles of modern theater as well as some newer 
scripts destined to become staples of the American stage. 
And rest assured, with our supporting events, including 
expert speakers, workshops, roundtables, seminars, and 
artist interviews, our dives will remain as deep as ever. 

     Jerry 
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Bonny Moellenbrock, Treasurer 
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Shontera Gillespie-Coleman, Toby Mallik, Lebone Moses,                        

Meredith Pope, David Rosenthal, Elizabeth Thomsen 



 

 

  
Grantors 

The Justice Theater Project is supported by the United Arts Council of 

Raleigh and Wake County, as well as the N.C Arts Council, a division 

of the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources. The Justice 

Theater Project is funded in part by the City of Raleigh based on 

recommendations of the Raleigh Arts Commission.  

Additional support provided by the AJ Fletcher Foundation, Umstead 

Park United Church of Christ, The Catholic Community of Saint 

Francis of Assisi, The LOVID Fund, The Woodard Group, Solidarity 

Capital, and Triangle Wealth Management.  

Partners 

The Emily K Center, InKind Friends, The North Carolina Museum of 

Art, The Raleigh-Cary Jewish Federation, North Carolina Central 

University Dance and Theater Departments, Saint Augustine 

University Theatre Department, Saint David’s School Theatre 

Department, Theatre In The Park, Raleigh Little Theatre, Burning Coal 

Theatre, Westgate Wine, The Wine Feed, and The Junior League of 

Raleigh 

Welcome to the exciting 20th anniversary season 

 of The Justice Theater Project! Things have 
 changed dramatically in our community during 
 the past 20 years. One thing that stays the same 
 is our work in staying true to our mission –  
to produce compelling theater experiences that  
create community dialogue and gives voice to social concerns.  
 
Throughout economic downturns followed by a year of exponential 
growth, exciting worldwide advances in sensibilities and 
compassionate understanding, and a global pandemic, YOUR 
support of our work and your participation in our discussions, 
fundraisers, kids’ camps, and more have fostered a unique theater 
community dedicated to social justice awareness and ways to take 
action.    
 
Our work continues. As we grow and evolve, it’s apparent that 
numerous social justice issues keep bubbling up at the same time - 
all equally important, and all deserving of discussion and action. 
Our spectacular slate of shows for our 20th anniversary year touch 
on multiple topics of social concern that will challenge you, delight 
you, and inspire you. 
 
Thank you for your support, and I’ll see you at the theater. 
 
     Sean   

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  

JTP 2023/24 SEASON 

TWELVE ANGRY JURORS                                   
Based on the Emmy Award-Winning television movie by                        

Reginald Rose                                                                                                                                 

Adapted for the stage by Sherman L. Sergel                                                  
Directed by Jerry Sipp                                                                                                        

October 13-29, 2023  Umstead Park United Church of Christ, Raleigh                                                                                                                                                     
A disadvantaged teenager is accused of murdering his father and faces the death penalty. On the 

surface, it seems like an open and shut case. 11 jurors vote to convict. One wants to talk. Heated 

discussions boil over as these 12 diverse people dig deeper into the evidence, examining the facts 

from different perspectives. A modern classic that has gained even deeper insight with multicultural, 

gender-fluid casting. 

Black Nativity in concert                                                            
By Dr. Asabi (Stephanie Howard), Music Director Rev. Ray Watkins                                                                               

December 9 & 10, 2023      North Carolina Museum of Art                                                                                                                               
Celebrate and share the 2023 holiday season at our 13th annual production full of inspirational, fun-filled 

performances through uplifting, inspirational gospel music, expressive West African and contemporary 
dance, vibrant costuming, and dynamic performers as we continue to entertain audiences through 

powerful messages of joy and hope. A special family experience for all ages. We are proud to continue to 
offer this must-see holiday event in partnership with the NC Museum of Art, making it accessible to 

thousands of holiday revelers in their beautiful amphitheater. 

  

26 PEBBLES                                                          
By Eric Ulloa                                                                                   

Directed by Brian Yandle                                                                                                                           

April 12-28, 2024    Umstead Park United Church of Christ, Raleigh                                                                                                                                                                  
December 14, 2012. 26 innocent lives were taken at Sandy Hook Elementary. A reporter visits the 

town for a few days and then stays for 3 months. He asked five interview questions of each person:                    
What things do you love about Newtown? Traditions? Locations? 

What was your day like on December 14? Take me from waking up in the morning to your head on 

the pillow at night. 

Does this shooting shake your faith? Can (any form of) God exist when tragedies like this happen?  

What are your thoughts about Adam Lanza, the shooter? Do you blame him? 

What is the one word you’d want Newtown to be remembered for?                                                                       

In their own words, people spoke about the importance of community, healing, resilience, 

perseverance, hope and outpourings of love from around the world.                                                            

Like pebbles thrown in a pond, these 26 deaths created ripples that still reverberate today.  

Skeleton crew                                                       

By Dominique Morisseau 
Directed by Dr. Nadia Bodie                                                                                                  

February 9-25, 2024     Umstead Park United Church of Christ, Raleigh                                                                                                                                                                     
As the Great Recession of 2008 hits, a Detroit automotive stamping plant is in danger of being 

shut down. A tight knit family of workers forms the remaining skeleton crew, and their lives hang 

in the balance. Faye, Dez, Shanita and Reggie must reckon with their personal loyalties, their 

instincts for survival and their ultimate hopes for humanity in a play that explores a dozen social 

justice issues at once. Their decency and care for not only their earnings but also for each other 

builds as job insecurity looms. Illuminating the truths of living in an era where the system is 

stacked in favor of corporate interests. WINNER: Tony Award for Best Actress (Phylicia Rashad). 

Nominated: Tony Award Best Play. 

CABARET                                                                   
Music by John Kandor, Lyrics by Fred Ebb,                                  

Book by Joe Masteroff                                                                   
Directed by Nancy Rich, Music Direction by Katherine Anderson                                                                             

June 7-23, 2024   Umstead Park United Church of Christ, Raleigh                    
In a Berlin nightclub, as the 1920s drew to a close, a garish Master of Ceremonies welcomes the 

audience and assures them they will forget all their troubles at the Cabaret. Employing the 
Emcee's bawdy songs as wry commentary, this musical classic explores the dark, heady, and 

tumultuous life of Sally Bowles and Berlin's natives and expatriates as Germany slowly yields to 
the emerging Third Reich.  CABARET boldly tackles racial profiling, inclusiveness, politics, 

survival, sorrow, and fear in times of culturally and politically reactionary forces and episodes of 
significant social change. CABARET is among the American theatre’s most enduring musicals. 

blank_____                                                               
by Nassim Soleimanpour                                                                                                     

May 2024        Locations throughout the Triangle                                                                                                                                                              
No director. No rehearsal. One performer who has never read the script. A script filled with 

blanks. One weekend of one-of-a-kind theater held in multiple and diverse locations 

throughout the Triangle. Iranian playwright Soleimanpour has revolutionized what theatre 

can be, borne out of a time when his government would not let him leave his home country.  
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